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Moseley Braun Officially 




Former Sen. Carol Moseley 
Braun, D-Ill., formally 
announced her bid for president 
on the campus of Howard 
University in a room filled with 
members of the press and the 
Howard student body.
The Braun campaign team 
and the Howard University 
chapter of College Democrats 
of America collaborated on the 
Sept. 22 event, where Braun 
expressed gratitude to the 
Howard community for open­
ing what she called the “historic 
grounds” of the campus for the 
occasion.
“Today, I am here to official­
ly declare my bid for the presi­
dency because I have new and 
innovative ways to solve our 
problems,” Braun said. “I am 








“We want to bring Spelman 
students back to Spelman,” said 
Barbara Nesin, Chair and 
Associate Professor of the Art 
Department.
Starting in the spring of 
2004, Spelman students will not 
be allowed to take Survey of 
Visual Arts at Morehouse.
The new policy was imple­
ment after a series of meetings 
held by the department. It was 
decided that first semester 
cross-registers would not be 
affected because they had pre­
viously enrolled without being 
told of the curriculum change.
The major concern is 
Spelman students are not con­
sidering enrolling in the class at 
their home institution before 
taking the class at Morehouse, 
and administration prefers that 
Spelman students take classes 
offered at their home institution 
before attempting to cross reg­
ister for th.em.
Survey of Visual Arts, as 
well as many other art courses, 
is offered at Spelman as a ful­
fillment of the Fine Arts core 
requirement. Survey of Visual 
Arts as offered at Morehouse is 
a requirement for all students in 
order to graduate. Students 
expect that this new policy will 
affect many non-fine arts
Braun, the first black woman 
to serve in the U.S. Senate, is 
also the only black woman in 
the Democratic presidential 
race. “1 am uniquely qualified 
to do the job of president, and I 
offer the clearest alternative to 
this current administration, 
whose only new idea has been 
pre-emptive war and a huge 
new bureaucracy,” she said.
She continued, “I can fix the 
mess they have created, 
because I am practical, I am not 
afraid of partnerships and I am 
committed to making the world 
better for our children.”
The Chicago native praised 
the students who attended. “Our 
democracy is safe so long as 
our young people know it is not 
a spectator sport,” Braun said.
The morning address gave 
Braun an opportunity to give 
students her views on such 
international issues as the AIDS
See CANDIDACY, page 2
majors at both institutions.
Spelman's Art Department 
offers only two sections of the 
course per semester, so the 
classes will fill up quickly. 
Because Morehouse offers five 
sections of the course, it is easi­
er for Spelman students to cross 
register.
Some Spelman women have 
said the prefer taking Survey of 
Visual Arts at Morehouse 
because Spelman's course is 
too difficult.
“Spelman’s Art Department 
takes the art classes too serious­
ly, so I believe that 
Morehouse’s courses are not as 
difficult as Spelman’s,” says 
Melanie King, a senior 
Psychology major.
In addition, several Spelman 
students want the experience of 
cross registering at other insti­
tutions in the Atlanta University 
Center.
“I wanted to explore classes 
outside of the Spelman gates. 
This experience will be well­
rounding,” says Shoneka 
Robbins, a senior Economics 
major.
The new policy will keep 
Spelman and Morehouse stu­
dents at their home institution, 
which seems to be the intention 
of the Spelman administration 
where classes are accessible 
dually.
REUTERS/Eric Gay
Former Illinois Sen. Carol Mosley Braun speaks at the Democratic Presidential 
Candidate Debate in Albuquerque, New Mexico, September 4, 2003. The 
Democratic presidential hopefuls spoke on trade and taxes at the debate, the 
party’s second, but saved their harshest attacks for President George W. Bush's 
leadership in Iraq and on the economy.
Astrid Thomas 
News Editor
Daniel Brown, a sopho­
more student at Morehouse 
college ’ committed suicide 
in the dorm bathroom on 
Monday Sep. 22, 2003.
Though the details sur­
rounding his death remain 
unknown, many students are 
mourning the loss of a class­
mate and friend.
"I couldn’t believe some­
thing this tragic was hap­
pening so soon in the semes­
ter. I immediately asked 
myself: What could be so 
bad that a student would 
commit suicide," said 
Spelman junior Ebony 
Johnson.
Several Spelman students 
partnered with Brown’s 
closest friends and organ­
ized a memorial service to 
reflect on Brown’s achieve­
ments. In addition, they 
want to send a message to 
other students who have 
contemplated com suicide 
that there are services to 
help students deal with 
stress and problems in their 
lives.
The memorial service 
was held Wednesday, Oct. 1 
at 7:00 p.m. in King’s 
Chapel. Close friends took
t
the time to reflect and make 
special tributes. In addition, 
a Morehouse counselor 
spoke about depression and 
coping with stress.
"As soon as I heard about 
the planning of a memorial 
service for Daniel. I was on 
board to help. Taking a little 
of my time for a friend is the 
least I could do," said 
Lauren Thomas, a sopho­
more physics and mechani­
cal engineering major.
Many students have pur­
chased cards to express their 
sympathy and send condo­
lences to his family and 
friends.
Since most students will 
not be to attend Brown’s 
funeral in his native Las 
Vegas, the memorial service 
gave students, faculty, and 
the AUC community an 
opportunity to pay their last 
respect.
"I hope and pray that 
Daniel’s family can deal 
with this situation and that 
our support and prayers can 
help them through probably 
the hardest time of their 
lives," said Lauren Thomas.
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The Spelman Spotlight is a 
biweekly publication. We wel­
come all submissions. 
Submissions are edited for space 
and to correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.
Opinions in the Perspectives 
section of The Spelman Spotlight 
are solely the views of the 
author, not the opinions of The 
Spelman Spotlight. They do no 
necessarily reflect the opinions 
of Spelman College, its adminis­
tration, or The Spelman Spotlight 
advisor.
Letters and opinions must be 
typed, signed, and include full 
address and telephone number.
Please mail all correspon­
dence to:
The Spelman Spotlight
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 
1234 Atlanta, Georgia 
30314
Phone: (404) 270-5969 
Fax: (404) 270-5970 
sspol igh12002 @ yahoo.com
From the Editors
At this point, most if not all 
of you are aware of the tragedy 
that took place on Morehouse’s 
campus last week. A student 
took his own life for what will 
always be unknown reasons. 
Last spring, a female student at 
Clark Atlanta did the same. Both 
suicides deeply impacted the 
AUC community. My heart goes 
out to the family, friends, and 
loved ones of both students.
It is important that we all try 
to remember that from the 
moment that we are bom our 
time on this earth is limited. 
Nothing is worth cutting that 
time any shorter than it is 
already destined to be. In life we 
are given the gift of choices. 
Every day we have the ability to 
make decisions that will guide 
our lives along certain paths. We 
must remember that we control 
our own lives—and that the peo­
ple and the circumstances 
around us do not. The facts and 
figures about college students 
and depression are both stagger­








Does you dorm room reflect your personal style?
Have you created the perfect ambience?
Is your bedroom a space with functionality and style?
Then the Spotlight wants you to enter the 2nd Annual 
“Best Room on Campus Competition”
The winner will receive tickets for an advanced screening of one-of this 
falls hottest movies and be featured in an issue of the Spotlight.
If you believe your room has what it takes to drop our jaws and take 
home the prize email us at sspotlight2002@yahoo.com. Include your 
name, residence hall, and a preferred time and date for judges to visit 
your room.
ing and sobering, as discussed 
in this edition's Health section, 
but it is important to remember 
that behind each statistic is rep­
resentative of one of our peers- 
a life to be valued.
If you wake up one day and 
find that you are unhappy with 
the situation that you are in or 
the life that you are living, then 
you have the power to walk 
away. The only thing in life that 
is permanent is death. With 
futures as bright as the ones 
waiting patiently for each of us, 
death should never be a choice.
I believe that wc often forget 
that it is normal to feel unsatis­
fied or unhappy with the way 
things are at certain times in our 
lives. Dealing with these feel­
ings is the bigger issue at hand, 
and doing so in a healthy man­
ner is mandatory.
We must take care of our 
hearts and our spirits at all 
times. Whether it’s a long walk 
in a peaceful place, a warm bath 
each Sunday, or a trip home to
visit those who love us most, 
we must find our own way to 
take care of ourselves spiritual­
ly. Also, keep in mind that there 
is always someone out there 
who loves you for who you are 
whether you realize it or not.
Today, I challenge all of you 
to take pride in who you are. 
Take a moment to think about 
all the possibilities that your 
future holds, congratulate your­
self for your part in creating 
those paths, then embrace them, 
smile, and look forward to what 
life has in store for you. I leave 
you with the words my father 
gave me that help me get 
through each day: “what you 








11. Thought we 
fell off. Not 
quite.
1. Is it ok to 
date his line 
brother?








4. Hard to ride 




just won’t be 
enough, will 
it?
6. Do you feel 
left out when 
you don’t get 
the ques­
tions?
7. Who keeps 
telling her 
she can sing?
8. Thought that 
was a real 
caption, did­
n’t you?
9. What will 






hate Ray that 
much?
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epidemic in Africa and the post- 
Iraq strategy, as well as on some 
domestic issues, including edu­
cation and economic reforms.
“I am from Chicago and I 
have witnessed poverty first 
hand, and I think we do a dis­
service to this great country if 
we continue to neglect those in 
our society that our need help 
through social programs,” she 
said.
If elected', Braun said she 
planned to establish partner­
ships to combat social ills such 
as poverty and homelessness.
She acknowledged not hav­
ing an extensive campaign war 
chest, but exuded confidence 
that her campaign would be 
effective.
“I have [run] 14 campaigns 
and have been successful in all 
but one,” the presidential hope­
ful said, referring to her 1998 
defeat for re-election to the U.S. 
Senate, when she lost to 
Republican Peter Fitzgerald.
“I know it is retail politics, 
but I believe in talking with 
people one-on-one and finding 
out their concerns and asking 
for their vote. That is the old- 
fashioned way, but that is the 
best way I know how.”
Her political career began in 
Chicago 25 years ago when she 
was elected to the Illinois 
Legislature. In 1992, she was 
elected senator after defeating 
two-term lawmaker Alan Dixon 
in the Democratic primary. 
After her 1998 loss to 
Fitzgerald, President Bill 
Clinton appointed her ambassa­
dor to New Zealand?
Her re-election campaign 
was hurt by accusations that she 
used poor judgment in visiting 
Nigeria's brutal former dictator 
Sani Abacha, and that she mis­
used campaign funds. However, 
she was cleared of the allega­
tions after a campaign finance 
investigation.
Braun touts a vision of 
renewal and restoration in what 
she terms an “American 
Renaissance.”
She fielded questions from 
students and spoke further on 
the USA Patriot Act, which she 
opposes, and more about educa­
tion and the war on terror.
Braun is a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., 
which was founded at Howard 
University in 1913, and she 
posed for pictures with support­
ive student sorors who attended 
the event in large numbers.
Braun was scheduled to 
address the students at Benedict 
College in Columbia, S.C., 
another historically black insti­
tution, later in the day.
More information on the 
Braun campaign is at www.car- 
olforpresident. com.
Howard University alumna 
Kerry-Ann Hamilton currently 
attends American University, 
and is pursuing a master s 
degree in international affairs.
It Takes a Village
Alpha Kappa Alpha, “Sweet” Mu Pi Chapter hosts 
a baby shower for eight pregnant teenagers.
Leigh Davenport 
Editor-in-Chief
Andrea Collins smile fades 
as she starts talking about her 
boyfriend. At 18, and pregnant, 
Andrea is worried that he may 
not be there when she gives 
birth to her child in December, 
or anytime soon after. 




SIDS, and don’t 
know that black 




month to Iraq, 
and while he 
may join the 
statistics of 
young absen­
tee fathers, it is 
not by choice.
Andrea is 




her own in raising her child, and 
she also has the help of a group 
of Spelman women who care.
On Sep. 26, 2003, the ladies 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Inc. “Sweet” Mu Pi Chapter, 
hosted “It Takes a Village,” a 
baby shower for eight pregnant 
teenagers. The shower was held 
in the Manley Atrium, and pro­
vided the girls with many neces­
sity items for a new child as well 
as information about pre-natal
FAMU Student Body President Impeached
Garrison L. Vereen, II 
Black College Wire
Florida A&M University's stu­
dent body president, Larry O. 
Rivers, has been impeached in the 
culmination of a battle between the 
Student Government Association's 
executive and legislative branches.
Rivers was impeached Sept. 22 
at the fifth session of the 33rd 
Student Senate.
Senate President Michael 
Morton said that an Ad-hoc 
Committee will further investigate 
the grounds for impeachment.
The Senate plans a special 
impeachment trial. Members of the 
Student Supreme Court would be 
the judges; Rivers will have a spe­
cial student counsel; members of 
the Senate who brought the charges 
will have their own counsel, serv­
ing as prosecutor, and other mem­
bers of the Senate will serve as the 
jury.
However, the university's vice 
president for student affairs, 
Patricia Green-Powell, could over­
rule any verdict.
Rivers, a senior public relations 
major from Tallahassee, Fla., site of 
the FAMU campus, was 
impeached on his 22nd birthday.
Interested in working on The Spotlight staff?
Positions are still available. Visit our office (Lower Manley 104), 
or give us a call at 404-270-5969.
care, and Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS).
“We wanted to make sure 
there was an informational 
quality about the shower,” said 
Flojaune Griffin, Vice- 
President of the chapter. “A lot 
of times people don't know 
about SIDS, or don’t know that 















_______________  toys and a
car seat. 
Most of the items were donated 
by the Spelman community.
“This was a very expensive 
undertaking and we are very 
thankful for the help of the 
community,” said Griffin.
Nationally, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha is encouraging education 
about SIDS, and the Buckle Up 
campaign.
Founder of the event, Maya 
Brooks and Chamika Plenty 
were interested in bringing a
The motion, which passed 14 to 
1, came after a heated exchange 
between Rivers and members of 
the Senate. The Senate disagreed 
with Rivers’ appointment of 
Kristen Jackson as an associate jus­
tice to the Student Supreme Court.
Rivers told the Senate that when 
Jackson submitted her application 
to him during the spring semester, 
her GPA was above the 2.5 mini­
mum requirement needed to serve 
as a justice.
And despite the fact that her 
GPA fell below the requirements 
after the spring and summer grades 
were posted, she could still be 
allowed to assume the vacant asso­
ciate justice position because 
Jackson was waiting for grade 
changes that would bring her aver­
age up to requirements.
“Its not her fault that her grade 
changes have not been processed 
yet,” Rivers said in a press release 
Tuesday.
“I don’t see why she should be 
penalized for something that is 
beyond her control. Her grade 
changes will be done soon so this 
will all be a moot issue.”
Concerned with what senators 
considered lack of progress in the 
appointment process, Morton said
Top: Members of Alpha Kppa Alpha Sorority, Inc. “Sweet” Mu PI Chapter take 
a picture with six expectant mothers, after a baby shower held in Manley 
Atrium.
Below: Bridgette Ates accepts her gifts for her son Malik who will be born next 
week.
PHOTO I Leigh Davenport
hands on event of this nature to 
Spelman to really get the com­
munity involved.
“I think the most rewarding 
thing, is knowing that we truly 
impacted two peoples lives. 
The opportunity to meet women 
that are not like Spelman 
women helps to remind us how
he approached Rivers about speak­
ing to the Senate.
“I, on behalf of the Senate, 
asked [Rivers] to come before the 
Student Senate to address the issues 
of vacancies on the student judicial 
branch,” Morton said, noting three 
vacant positions on the seven- 
member Student Supreme Court.
Calling Rivers’ conduct “mis­
feasance,” Sen. Brittani King made 
a motion to impeach, citing Article 
IV, Section 5 of the Student Body 
Constitution. The article states that 
the executive branch shall appoint 
qualified students to vacant student 
government offices, except those of 
the Student Senate, with two-thirds 
vote of the Student Senate.
Rivers said he plans to continue 
with his duties.
“I’m just going to do what the 
students have elected me to do and 
that is to serve as student body pres­
ident,” he said.
He emphasized that with no 
quorum in the Student Supreme 
Court, the motion was basically 
“symbolic.” For the Student 
Supreme Court, five justices are 
needed to rule on a decision, yet 
only four seats are filled.
Even after the impeachment 
vote, members of the Senate con­
priveledged we are. The 
smiles, and the gratitude make 
this truly worth it,’’said Brooks.
Andrea Collins is smiling as 
she packs up her new items. 
“It's great,” she says, “a lot of 
women coming together to help 
other women who are pregnant, 
it's just really nice.”
tinued their battle during two- 
minute speeches at the end of the 
meeting in what many of them 
called their semester-long “struggle 
for power.”
“I am disgusted,” said Senior 
Sen. Robert Clemmon, who was 
not in the Senate chamber for the 
vote. Clemmon was against the 
impeachment and attacked the rea­
soning of the senators who had 
voted in favor of it.
Other senators were visibly 
happy about what they viewed as 
the Senate standing up to a presi­
dent they felt was trying to under­
mine them.
It took action last spring 
FAMU’s Vice President for Student 
Affairs for Rivers to win the presi­
dency. A student Electoral 
Commission disqualified Rivers 
and his running mate for campaign 
violations after they had won first a 
primary and later a March 6 runoff. 
The Student Supreme Court upheld 
the ruling, but after an appeal to the 
administration, Green-Powell ruled 
that Rivers and his running mate 
were entitled to the offices.
Garrison L. Vereen, II is deputy 
copy desk chief o/The Famuan.
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England - Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, whose popularity has 
sagged after taking Britain to 
war in Iraq, told his restless 
Labor Party on Tuesday that he 
would make the same decision 
again and defended his leader­
ship.
Acknowledging he felt bat­
tered after 6 1/2 years in office 
and seeing growing dissent over 
his policies, Blair told the 
party's annual conference: "So 
what do we do — give up on it, 
or get on with it?"
Delegates gave him the 
response he wanted — "Get on 
with it!"
At the end of his often 
somber, reflective 50-minute 
address, Blair basked in a mas­
sive ovation, and he happily 
strolled into the audience to 
shake hands.
"Iraq has divided the interna­
tional community, it has divided 
the party, the country, families, 
friends. And I know many peo­
ple are disappointed, hurt, 
angry," Blair said.
"I ask just one thing: Attack 
my decision, but at least under­
stand why I took it and why I 
would take the same decision 
again."
Dissent over the war has
rumbled through the confer­
ence, although no debate has 
been permitted on the floor. 
Two of Blair's Cabinet minis­
ters resigned to protest the inva­
sion, and public opinion polls 
have charted growing disillu­
sionment with the campaign to 
oust Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein.
Defending his decision, 
Blair said the major threat of 
the 21st century was "fanati­
cism defeating reason."
"Suppose the terrorists 
repeated Sept. 11 or worse. 
Suppose they got hold of a 
chemical or biological or 
nuclear dirty bomb; and if they 
could, they would. What then?
"And if it is the threat of the 
21st century, Britain should be 
in there helping confront it, not 
because we are America's poo­
dle, but because dealing with it 
will make Britain safer," said 
Blair, whose speech was fre­
quently interrupted by 
applause.
Blair said any politician 
could do popular things: "I 
know, 1 used to do a few of 
them."
Now, he said, he was "more 
battered without, but stronger 
within."
He offered his party the hope 
of winning a third straight elec­
tion — an unprecedented 
achievement for the Labor
Party, which was usually the 
runner-up through the 20th 
century.
"That did not look to me like 
a party that is ready to talk 
about a leadership change," 
said Ben Bradshaw, a junior 
minister of the environment, 
after Blair's address.
"He needed to make that 
speech, and he has to learn and 
accept that some mistakes were 
made," added Mohammed 
Azam, a trade union delegate. 
"Great leaders admitted when 
they made mistakes, and he 
seems to have accepted that."
Blair's former foreign secre­
tary, Robin Cook, told a meet­
ing Monday that the war was 
disastrous.
"It is still possible to find 
colleagues who will defend the 
decision to invade Iraq," Cook 
said. "It is very difficult to find 
anybody in the parliamentary 
party who doesn't recognize it 
has been a first-class political 
disaster for the party and the 
Labor government."
Many Labor delegates 
resent Blair's decision to join 
the United States in invading 
Iraq, and the prime minister has 
been on the defensive because 
coalition forces have not found 
any weapons of mass destruc­
tion.
PHOTO IAP Photo
British Prime Minister Tony Blair addressed the members of the Labor Party 
on Tuesday, making clear that he did not regret his decision to back L.S. forces 
in Iraq. Blair asked only one thing of the members of his party: “Attack my 




Featuring more than 
700 strips (more than 
400 never before col­
lected in book form), 
and a foreword by 
Michael Moore, A Right 
to Be Hostile skewers 
targets from G.W. Bush 
to J.Lo to Puffy to 
O.J. This is a must- 
have collection of the 
funniest and most 
subversive comic strip 
in America today.
THREE RIVERS I’ H E S S
A member of the Crown Publishing Group 
CrownPublishing.com
Feature, animation, short, documentary and student 
HBO Films award for best student film and HBO Filnr 
Workshops and lectures with industry professionals
ions
:er award
For more inf ori or visit w
of Art and Desi
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Von Dutch Originals Take Center Stage Dunn: Hometown Hero 
to Single Mothers
PHOTO I Kenisha Everette
Chelsea Rogers 
Features Writer
Anyone who follows fashion 
knows that trends can change 
with the blink of an eye. 
Kenneth Howard, whom you 
might not know by that name, 
has managed to do just that 
under his alias, the ever-so-pop- 
ular Von Dutch. In what seems 
like moments, Von Dutch has 
become one of the most popular 
and most fashionable clothing 
lines in the western hemisphere.
Von Dutch's line has expand­
ed from his popular “trucker” 
hats to include a wide variety of 
men and women’s apparel, 
including tee shirts, tanks, 
jeans, jackets, skirts, leather 
and even panties tagged with 
the Von Dutch logo (what a 
fashion statement). If the line's 
versatility is not convincing
Spelman Ranks in US News’ 
Top 100 Liberal Arts Colleges
Karon Chambliss 
Staff Writer
We all stopped to look at 
the signs when we came back 
to school this year. How 
could we miss it? Banners 
hung across the front gates 
and the construction site sur­
rounding Cosby.
If you’re still a little con­
fused about what you read, 
don’t worry, you read correct­
ly: “Spelman College Ranks 
in the Top 100.”
Not only did Spelman 
College rank in the top 100 
best liberal arts colleges by 
the U.S. News & World 
Report, but Spelman is also 
the only ranking historically 
Black institution, proving 
that black institutions can 
provide African American 
students a quality education.
For those of us who attend
enough, a list of some of Von 
Dutch’s most common clientele 
is sure to amaze: Pharell, Dr. 
Dre, Brandy, Bow Wow, Andy 
Dick, Carmen Electra, Justin 
Timberlake, Fred Durst, 
Christina Milan, Eric Benet, Jay 
Z, Beyonce, Da Brat, Trina, 
Britney Spears, Tommy Lee, P. 
Diddy, Sheryl Crow, Eve, 
Tyrese, Tech, Tom Green, Chris 
Judd, Vin Diesel, and Dennis 
Rodman have all been seen 
sporting the eclectic design.
A number of fashion-for­
ward publications have also 
recognized Von Dutch's appeal: 
People, Blender, Us, Maxim, 
For Him Only, Teen People, 
Globe, Cosmo Girl, GQ, Star, 
Jane, In Style, Vibe, XXL and 
Rolling Stone, just to name a 
few. Von Dutch Originals have 
appeared all over the country 
from video shoots and movies
Spelman College, the institu­
tion is a wonderful place to 
receive an education, but it is 
certainly nice to be recog­
nized on a much larger scale.
U.S. News and World 
Report creates the annual list 
based on several factors such 
as the percentage students of 
admitted, student retention, 
graduation rates, and faculty 
resources.
Spelman College is con­
stantly making great strides. 
This year Dr. Beverly Daniel 
Tatum has implemented the 
“Spelman ALIVE” initiative. 
Spelman ALIVE promotes 
Academic Excellence,
Leadership Development, 




The initiative will ensure 
students as well as parents
to runways, and the clothing 
line's momentum shows no 
signs of slowing.
Kenneth Howard was bom 
in Los Angeles, California on 
September 7, 1929, and by the 
age of ten mastered painting 
and lettering with professional 
skill. Howard earned himself 
the nickname “Dutch” for being 
“stubborn as a Dutchman.” The 
combination of a catchy nick­
name, childhood talent, and a 
trendy approach to fashion have 
turned the Von Dutch line into 
the essential must-have clothing 
line of the century; the rest is 
fashion history.
Von Dutch Originals can be 
found in the metropolitan 
Atlanta area at the following 
retail stores: French Kiss, 
Cherry Bomb, Lucky Devil and 
Mitzi and Romano.
that Spelman can compete 
with their counterparts, pre­
dominantly white institu­
tions, at providing academic 
excellence for women of 
color.
In a recent press release, 
Dr. Tatum states, “Spelman 
College has a long history of 
producing Black women 
leaders and national reputa­
tion for a strong academic 
culture. We want to build on 
that legacy, not rest on it. 
This recognition gives us 
great momentum as we strive 
to become more competitive 
as a leading liberal arts col­
lege.”
Spelman College is soar­
ing to new heights, not only 
as a historically Black col­
lege but as an institution of 
higher learning. May she 
continue to go above and 
beyond.
Maya T. Prabhu 
Features Writer
Atlanta Falcons running 
back Warrick Dunn founded the 
Warrick Dunn Foundation’s 
"Home for the Holidays” pro­
gram in Tampa in 1997. Since 
then, Dunn has helped numer­
ous single mothers raise their 
families in stable living situa­
tions.
“Home for the Holidays” 
helps single mothers to own 
their first home by providing 
the down payment on a house. 
When creating the program, 
Dunn considered the fact that 
most people in the country can 
afford the . monthly mortgage 
payments on a house, but can­
not afford the down payment. 
The homes are furnished with 
essentials for first-time home- 
owners, including washers and 
dryers and new furniture.
Dunn established the pro­
gram to honor his own mother, 
a single mother of six children. 
She worked as a police officer 
in Baton Rouge, La. and was 
killed in the line of :duty when 
Dunn was 18. Dunn’s mother, 
like many single mothers, never 
owned her own home.
After his mother died, Dunn, 
as the eldest child, took on the 
responsibility of taking care of 
his siblings. He accepted a foot­
ball scholarship from Florida 
State University to get a cpllege 
degree and provide for his fam­
ily. After graduating with a 
degree in Information Systems, 
he was able to support his fam­
ily not with his diploma, but
PHOTO I ESPN.com
Warrick Dunn of the Atlanta 
Falcons created “Home for the 
Holidays” in honor of his late moth­
er. The program pays the down pay­
ment on homes for single mothers.
with a professional football 
contract.
Dunn created “Home for the 
Holidays” after being drafted to 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
When Dunn signed a contract 
with the Atlanta Falcons, he 
moved to program to Atlanta. 
The program has helped single 
mothers in Tampa, Baton 
Rouge, and Atlanta.
Dunn will host his first- 
annual “Simply Red Gala” on 
October 14 to raise money for 
the program. The gala includes 
a preview of the theatre’s pro­
duction of “Crowns,” a musical 
about African-American 
women and their colorful 
church hats. Dunn asks invitees 
to wear or create expressive 
hats to be auctioned in order to 
raise money for the foundation.
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WORLDWIDE
Erykah Badu mesmerized with her debut, 
Baduizm. She silenced the whispers of the 
sophomore jinx with Mama’s Gun. As she rein­
vents her sound once again, will Worldwide 




Erykah Badu’s third studio- 
album, serves as proof two 
genres can be successful 
combined into a classic 
album. Eclectically merging 
soul and hip hop, Badu gives 
fans of both genres eight 
jamming tracks that can be 
used for relaxation and par­
tying.
Badu begins her album 
with soulful relaxing tracks, 
like “Bump It” and “I Want 
You,” only to end it with hip 
hop jams like “Danger” and 
“Love of My Life 
Worldwide."
“Danger,” the LPs first 
single, is a continuation of 
“Other Side of the Game” 
from Badu’s first album, 
Baduizm. Described by 
Badu as "sophisticated gang­
sterism," “Danger” is both 
innovative and critical as it 
portrays the ride or die girl­
friend of an incarcerated 
hustler through love, com­
mitment, desperation and 
destruction.
On “Love of My Life 
Worldwide,” Badu, with the 
help of Queen Latifah, Angie 
Stone, Bahamadia and Ice 
Cube’s “Keep Their Heads 
Ringin’” beat, remixes her 
summer hit, “Love of My 
Life,” featured on the Brown 
Sugar soundtrack. The 
album also features dead 
prez on “The Grind.”
Produced by Badu 
Freakquency, her production 
team, this latest project is 
completely different from 
the commercially successful 
albums of today. “I wasn't 
thinking airplay,” Erykah 
states on her official website. 
"I wasn’t thinking singles, I 
just wanted to groove, and 
groove for a long time.”
The only problem with the 
album is it does not groove 
long enough. With only 
eight tracks, an intro and an 
outro, Badu leaves listeners 
wanting more. Despite the 
short length. Worldwide 
Underground is definitely a 
hot album that should be 
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Last week’s Market 
Friday was replaced 
by the Organizational
Potpourri. Members of 
each of Spelman’s 
chartered organiza­
tions were on hand to 
share information 
about their organiza­
tion with the student 
body. The event 
serves to not only 
inform students about 
the multitude of active 
organizations on cam­
pus, but to promote 
membership to those 
organizations as well.




Cheyney University v. East Stroudsburg Univ. - Cheyney, PA 
U of Arkansas Pine Bluff v. Texas Southern - Pine Bluff, AR 
Alcorn State Univ. v. Prairie View A&M - Alcorn State, MS 
Lincoln University-Missouri v. NW Oklahoma State University 
Southern University v. Alabama A&M - Baton Rouge, LA 
Howard University v. Florida A&M - Washington, DC 
Virginia State University v. Elizabeth City - Petersburg, VA 
Bowie State University v. Shaw University - Bowie, MD
October 18
Morgan State University v. Howard Univ. - Baltimore, MD 
Texas Southern University v. Alcorn State Univ. - Houston, TX 
St. Augustines College v. Johnson C. Smith Univ. - Raleigh, NC 
Miles College v. Lane College - Fairfield, AL
October 25
North Carolina A&T State v. Howard Univ. - Greensboro, NC 
Clark Atlanta University v. Albany State Univ. - Atlanta, GA 
Lane College v. Morehouse College - Jackson, TN 
Fayetteville State Univ. v. Johnson C. Smith - Fayetteville, NC 
Prairie View A&M Univ. v. Texas College - Prairie View, TX 
Florida A&M University v. Norfolk State Univ. - Tallahassee, FL 
Benedict College v. Kentucky State University - Columbia, SC 
Mississippi Valley State Univ. v. Texas Southern - Itta Bena, MS 
Hampton Univ. v. South Carolina State Univ. - Hampton, VA
November 1
Shaw University v. Virginia State University - Raleigh, NC 
Winston-Salem State v. Johnson C. Smith - Winston-Salem, NC 
North Carolina Central Univ. v. Livingstone - Durham, NC 
Albany State University v. Benedict College - Albany, GA 
Norfolk State University v. Howard University - Norfolk, VA 
Tennessee State Univ. v. Eastern Illinois Univ. - Nashville, TN 
Fort Valley State University v. Stillman Univ. - Fort Valley, GA 
Grambling State University v. Texas Southern - Grambling, LA 
Bethune Cookman v. North Carolina A&T - Daytona Beach, FL 
Morehouse College v. Clark Atlanta University - Atlanta, GA 
Jackson State University v. Arkansas Pine Bluff - Jackson, MS
November 8
Stillman College v. Lane College - Tuscaloosa, AL
Savannah State Univ. - Edward Waters College - Savannah, GA 
Tuskegee University v. Clark Atlanta University - Tuskegee, AL
November 15
Edward Waters College v. Georgia State Univ. - Jacksonville, FL





choosing the evening's party, the after­
party, and the afterparty eatery (Waffle 
House is always a favorite).
The popularity of HBCU homecomings 
grows annually with so many different 
events in connection with the central 
football game. There is something for 
absolutely everyone. Tailgates find the 
young and the old mingling, reminiscing, 
and enjoying themselves, as old-school­
ers groove to Al Green in the tape deck 
and the younger crowd gets hype to 50 
Cent blasting from the back of a van. 
The "I-remember whens" from the Class 
of '73 blend easily with the youthful 
anticipation of graduating seniors enjoy­
ing their last homecoming. And, lest we 
forget those who paved the way, the 
alumni band and cheerleaders prove to 
everyone that they do indeed "still got 
it." Everyone comes together in the spir­
it of family, and the spirit of the HBCU 
family is a force that can't be ignored.
Homecoming is filled with so much 
spirit that the crowds still manage to cel­
ebrate when the home team loses. It's a 
meeting place for everyone to get 
together and enjoy themselves and have 
fun. The new teach the old and old teach 








have always been 
enjoyable and enter­
taining events





vibrant and the campus is
pulsating with energy. 
Local clubs are hosting 
parties, the Greeks are 
holding step shows, the 
parades and, finally, 
the football game. Ah, 
the homecoming
game, where a 
the students, 
new and old, 
come out to 
show 
school
PHOTOS I All Pro Photography
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SOUL FOOD FOR THE BODY AND SPIRIT
Reporter Name
reporter Title
Icy wrists, cash money and toy 
cars on wide rims may represent the 
bling-bling of America’s trendy 
2003 but to advocates of the Holistic 
Cleansing Center at the Soul 
Vegetarian Restaurant in Atlanta, 
"Your Health is Your Wealth." 
Ranked as THE #1 Soul Vegetarian 
Restaurant in the world. "Soul Veg 
South" is yet another impressive 
force within the West End commu­
nity.
Superstars Andre 3000 
(OutKast), India Arie. Whitney 
Houston, Russell Simmons, and 
Spelman’s very own President 
Beverly Daniel Tatum have been 
seen indulging in the delicacies of 
this 12+-year neighborhood health 
haven. But even more enticing to its 
health patrons are the soothing treats 
of physical pleasure for the body 
and soul.
The Rundown with the Rock
Jerrice Boyd
Arts & Entertainment Editor
As the lights came up in 
the crowded theater, the 
audience gazed on, shocked 
that The Rock showed up to 
answer questions about his 
newest movie, The Rundown.
The Rundown is not your 
typical action movie formu­
la: over rated macho displays 
of manliness + hero saves the 
damsel in distress = mega 
million dollar sales and 
action figures at Wal-Mart.
Unlike many of these for­
mulated action movies, 
including The Rock's previ­
ous successes The Mummy 
Returns and The Scorpion 
King, The Rundown has sub­
stance. Even The Rock 
admits this is his best work 
yet..
After the movie premier. 
The Rock (born Dewayne 
Johnson) stayed put to talk 
with the audience in a ques­
tion answer session. The 
Rock is as nice as he looks 
and openly answered ques­
tions from fans on his per­
sonal life and upcoming 
projects.
The amazing layout of the 
restaurant includes a special sanctu­
ary for costumers seeking relaxation 
who enjoy what is called The 
Holistic Wellness Center and 
Beauty of Sarah Wellness Spa. Its 
certified care-givers of wellness 
treatment, namely Chanyah Israel 
and Spelman graduate Semakyah 
Israel, pamper clients with soothing 
treats like aroma therapeutic pedi­
cures and manicures, salt glow body 
wraps, ear candling, facials, various 
styles of full body massage, reflex­
ology, and water irrigation hydro 
cleansing.
Therapist Chanyah boasts that at 
the Wellness Center, "...You don’t 
have to feel like you’re in as assem­
bly line," which often is the case for 
sisters waiting for a refill or pedicure 
at "nail traps" around town.
Moreover, clients find delight in 
combinations of Chinese and Thai 
medicine offered in the privacy of 
dimly lighted coves filled with hum-
One of Hollywood's best 
looking gentlemen quotes 
that he “chose the film 
because Producer Peter Berg 
did not go the convenient 
route by having the hero 
sleep with the girl.” The 
Rock also said “the element 
of not using guns until 
forced to at the end of the 
movie” is another thing that 
makes this movie different.
The Rock was pleased 
with the script because it 
does not condone the use of 
violent weapons, profanity, 
or sex. In fact, this movie 
proves that these overly used 
themes are just that: overly 
used.
Movie producers and 
script writers should take 
note of The Rundown 
because of its use of distin­
guished fighting styles new 
to film choreographed by 
Andy Chan.
The Rundown puts social­
ly conscious and moral 
issues on the shoulders of the 
main character Beck played 
by The Rock. Co-star Seann 
William Scott, most famous 
for his role as Stiffler in
PHOTOS | Jerrice Boyd
Trained care givers provide luxurious spa treatments including pedicures, massage therapy, and spiritual wellness.
ming sensations of music or nature, 
burning candles, and fragrant 
incense. This atmosphere is impor­
tant for achieving holistic cleansing 
which staff members charge the 
opposite of the uncomfortable and 
intimidating environment of a doc­
tor’s office.
But the ministry of goodwill pro­
vided at the all natural spa and 
restaurant fails to end within the 
boundaries of the West End neigh­
borhood. Under the leadership and 
dedication of the Hebrew-Israelite 
community worldwide, brothers 
and sisters of the Soul Vegetarian 
Restaurant chain are building cen­
ters of wellness in villages of South
American Pie, adds hilarious 
moments to the movie. 
Although Scott was not pres­
ent at the premiere, The 
Rock says only positive 
things about their working 
relationship, including that 
Scott provided the fun in the 
movie and while working on 
site in Hawaii.
Up and coming actress 
Rosario Dawson holds her 
own as the leader of a group 
of rebels in Brazil. While the 
storyline of this movie has a 
lot going on, it kept the audi­
ence entertained and is hands 
down the best action movie 
that has been out in while.
The Rundown is an excel­
lent movie that child fans 
and adults alike can appreci­
ate because of the combined 
action and dramatic plot.
The Rock is aware of his 
impact on younger fans and 
proudly walks away from 
roles and career moves that 
could potentially show child 
fans negative images of their 
role model and itself is rea­
son enough to support his 
film.
Africa.
"We stick with the Marcus 
Garvey theory that going back to 
Africa is needed," says Chanyah.
Currently, Chanyah and other 
fellow Hebrew-Israelites fund vil­
lages overseas for the prosperity of 
their nation.
"We’re nationwide and want to 
show other people that you too can 
be successful?
And such was the message 
delivered in the NBC Dateline 
exclusive "Diva in the Desert," 
which aired Sunday evening on 
September 28,2003. Featured R&B 
legend Whitney Houston praised 
the holistic awareness of the
- PHOTO I Universal
Hebrew-Israelite community she 
visited during her trip to Israel, tak­
ing care to mention its meaningful 
cleansing rituals and methods of life.
Although prices for treatments at 
the spa have not been formally draft­
ed, future plans for the Holistic 
Wellness Center and Spa may 
include a student discount and an 
expanded practice to include Thai 
massage, Iridology (diagnosis by 
looking in the eyes), nutritional 
counseling and herbology (special­
ized body wraps). Those interested 
in the Soul Vegetarian Restaurant 
South may visit its West End loca­
tion at 879-B Ralph David 
Abernathy Blvd.
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The Severity of Depression
In 1998, suicide was the eighth leading cause of death for all Americans, the third leading cause of death for those aged 
15-24, and the second leading killer in the college population. These statistics demonstrate the seriousness of suicide, 
which is often linked to untreated depression. Clinical depression affects more than 19 million adults every year. Statistics 
and information from the National Mental Health Association (www.nmha.org). ChariiPenn, Editor-in-chief
Keys to Preventing Depression
*
• Carefully plan your day. Make time every day 
to prioritize your work. Prioritizing can give you a 
sense of control over what you must do and a sense 
that you can do it.
• Plan your work and sleep schedules. Many 
students defer doing important class work until 
nighttime, work through much of the night, and start 
every day feeling exhausted. Constant fatigue can 
be a critical trigger for depression. Seven or eight 
hours of sleep a night is important to your well­
being.
• Participate in an extracurricular activity.
Sports, theater, fraternities and sororities, the stu­
dent newspaper - whatever interests you - can 
bring opportunities to meet people interested in the 
same things you are, and these activities provide
welcome change from class work.
• Seek support from other people. This may 
be a roommate or a friend from class. Friendships 
can help make a strange place feel more friendly 
and comfortable.
• Try relaxation methods. These include med­
itation, deep breathing, warm baths, long walks, 
exercise - whatever you enjoy that lessens your 
feelings of stress and discomfort.
• Take time for yourself every day. Make spe­
cial time for yourself - even if it’s only for 15 minutes 
a day. Focusing on yourself can be energizing and 
gives you a feeling of purpose and control over your 
life.
• Work towards recovery. The most important 
step in combating depression and reclaiming your 
college experience is to seek treatment.
FORTUNE
100 BEST
COMPANIES O B DCCTpiApCCTO WORK FOR OJ I T0MKO2003
Reach the pinnacle of your potential at Vanguard. Exciting growth opportunities are available in these programs: 
Fixed Income Group Associate Program • Acceleration Into Management (AIM) •
Accelerate into Client Engagement (ACE) • Start IT • Corporate Internship Program
Other challenging positions available include:
Client Relations Associates • Financial Associates
For more information and to apply online, visit www.vanguardcareers.com. 
Reference job code: PCOSPL
ROUPVanguard is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Traditionally, Black women 
have been the bond that holds 
the Black community together, 
often assuming the roles of 
mother and father, while taking 
on all the tasks that coincide 
with their double role. In 
today’s society, black women 
are often portrayed as fierce, 
reliable, independent women; 
but assuming this role of 
“superwoman” has taken its 
toll, and the end result is stress.
Black women tend to focus 
on beauty, yet there are other 
issues that contribute to stress 
among Black females. Issues 
such as relationships, single 
mother households, and finan­
cial obstacles are just some of 
the few issues that Black 
women encounter and over­
come. Young African- 
American females often times
Problems with the Patch
Monique Hathorn 
Health Writer
One of the newest additions 
to the contraceptive market is 
Ortho Evra, commonly known 
as the birth control patch. 
Ortha Evra is highly recog­
nized as being the world’s first 
hormone patch that stays on 
the body for several days. 
Although Ortho Evra is sup­
posedly as effective as the pill, 
recent problems with the patch 
have been discovered.
The patch is a hormonal 
birth control method that is 
worn on the skin weekly in 
order to prevent pregnancy. 
Like birth control pills, Ortho 
Evra contains a combination 
of estrogen and progestin, 
which are released through the 
patch and into the blood 
stream. The patch can be worn 
on four areas of the body: the 
buttocks, abdominal region, 
upper torso (front or back, 









tive use, a new
patch must be 
applied each week 
for three consecu­
tive weeks, for a total
of 21 days. The patch 
is removed the fourth 
week to allow a menstru­
al cycle. New patches
should be applied on the 
same days each week in 
order to decrease the chance
confront hurdles when it comes 
to education as well.
Relationships can be stress­
ful due to the frequent miscom­
munication between men and 
women of all ages. One of the 
most stressful tasks is being a 
single mother. Single moms 
have to assume all the roles of 
the male and female caretaker, 
and as a result, finances often 
become more complex. By 
undertaking the role of the 
financial provider, emotional 
and spiritual supporter, there is 
little time for rest and relax­
ation. Such obstacles will cause 
stress in the life of a Black 
woman. In addition to relation­
ships and finances, the topic of 
beauty can also contribute to 
stress among Black women. 
Issues like skin tone, weight, 
and hair texture provoke Black 
women to question their own 
sense of beauty, which is stress­
ful in itself.
of pregnancy.
Its ease of use has made the 
patch one of the more popular 
forms of contraception, but 
women who have reportedly 
followed the instructions 
given have developed compli­
cations. Some women experi­
ence extreme periods of 
bleeding while on the patch. 
Instead of having the regular 
menstruation period, some 
users have two to three peri­
ods a month. Other side 
effects include severe breast 
tenderness, migraines, upper 
respiratory problems, men­
strual cramps, abdominal 
cramps, and some irritation on 
the skin where the patch is 
placed. The patch is most dan­
gerous to a woman’s health if 
she smokes. Side effects asso­
ciated with patch users who 
smoke include blood clots, 
strokes, and heart 
attacks.
Excess stress among Black 
women can lead to disease, high 
blood pressure, post traumatjc 
stress disorder, and developing 
bad habits, including smoking 
and drinking. The key to avoid­
ing stress is to plan, balance 
your tasks and responsibilities 
and have some type of spiritual 
guidance in your life. Black 
women are essential to society 
and serve as the backbone and 
support system of the Black 
community.
One of the most shocking 
complaints about the patch is 
that it is not protecting against 
pregnancy as well as it should. 
Factors contributing to this 
problem vary. In order for the 
patch to work at its best, a 
woman can not weigh more 
than 198 pounds. Another 
problem occurs when the 
patch is accidentally removed 
and the user is not aware that it 
has been off for a long period 
of time. This highly increases 
the ability for the user to 
become pregnant. Another 
major problem lies in the fact 
that some women forget to put 
on a new patch when the old 
one has been used. After two 
days of not putting on a new 
patch, the likelihood of 
becoming pregnant is dramati­
cally increased.
Overall, Ortho Evra can be 
very effectual if used properly. 
However, with recent com­
plaints about the patch, some 
changes may have to 
be made to the 
product in order 





Every month of every year, 
women spend a pretty penny 
on feminine products. All these 
products hide behind confi­
dent, reassuring and relaxing 
name brands such as Summer’s 
Eve, and Always, but the prob­
lems they can potentially cause 
is hardly comforting. Having 
to deal with your cycle is stress 
in itself, but having to deal 
with the infectious or even 
^deadly side effects of these 
products has become extreme­
ly pertinent.
Many women are cognizant 
of Toxic Shock Syndrome 
(TSS), but there is more that 
consumers need to know. 
Recently, cases of non-diag- 
nosable infections, fibroids, 
endometriosis and other bacte­
rial infections have been con­
nected to tampon use.
Most tampons are com­
posed of two primary compo­
nents: dioxin (a byproduct of 
chlorine bleaching) and rayon 
(used for absorbency).
Dioxin is a proven carcino­
gen and is toxic to the immune 
and reproductive systems. In 
1996, fhe Environmental 
Protection Agency reported 
that there is no “acceptable” 
level of exposure to dioxin, 
because its effects are cumula­
tive. After 5 uses a day, for 5 





Do you have a health issue that you 
would like to see in The Spotlight9. 
Got a hot health tip for our writers?
Don’t be shy: talk to us!
Send an email to scspotlighton-
.com
15 years, the most absorbent 
part of your body comes into 
contact with dioxin on 4,500 
occasions.
The rayon in tampons is also 
responsible for a host of prob­
lems. Rayon fibers that detach 
from tampons are left behind in 
the vagina, creating a breeding 
ground for the bacteria that 
causes TSS. This absorbent 
agent can cause peeling of the 
vaginal mucous membrane, 
vaginal dryness, ulcers, and 
lesions. James McGregor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecologic 
Infectious Disease reported that 
“of [TSS] cases occurring in 
menstruating women, up to 
99% were using vaginal tam­
pons.”
Women who used tampons 
regularly over a period of years 
have reported cases of cervical 
cancer, fibroids and 
endometriosis. There are even 
more cases of bacterial infec­
tions and toxic shock syndrome 
reported. The deodorant used in 
these products has also caused 
internal irritation, allergic reac­
tions, and disruptions of a 
woman's microbial balance.
When selecting the feminine 
product that best suits your 
comfort needs, research is 
always advised. For more infor­
mation, visit www.femininehy- 
giene.com, call 404-270-3141 
and ask for your SALAD repre­
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Homecoming 2003:
Spelman and Morehouse will reunite for the 
planning of this year’s homecoming festivi­
ties. The reunion is certainly a welcome one.
Reunited, and it Feels So Good
Erika Parrish
Executive Production Editor
When Erykah Badu’s 
new album dropped, I 
rushed to the local mom 
and pop to buy a copy 
[insert free advertisement 
for Big Oomp’s Record 
Store on Abernathy here]. 
The scribbles on the cover 
immediately intrigued me, 
one line of which read, “Are 
you afraid of change? Well 
change makes dollars 
everywhere.” The witty 
remark spat in the faces of 
those of us who are afraid 
to venture outside of the 
box. The quote made its 
way to my Post-It note 
message board as a daily 
reminder that sometimes, 
the better trip exists along 
the road less traveled.
I wish I’d had such a 
sentiment to share with the 
masses of Spelman 
women who scoffed at last 
fall’s advent of having a 
homecoming independent
of our brother institution 
(and that title, ladies, is 
totally unofficial. Anyone 
ever heard of Bennett? 
Look it up.) I have to admit 
that a homecoming without 
Morehouse sounded 
impossible, but the 
women’s lib side of me 
couldn’t help rejoicing. We 
were asserting our inde­
pendence; who needs a 
football team to have 
Homecoming? And, if ydu 
ask my opinion—and, if 
you're reading my editorial, 
then you asked by 
default—ours was better 
anyway.
But as my senior year 
rolls slowly on, creeping at 
what seems an unbearably 
slow pace toward May 16, 
2004, I’ve become nostal­
gic for times passed. I miss 
my sweltering bedroom in 
Packard Hall (may she rest 
in peace); I think fondly of 
my first floor party at 
Kilgore; I remember when 
Market Friday really was
an event to look forward to 
(you youngsters have no 
idea what you're missing). 
And I dread the idea of not 
having Homecoming with 
the boys next door during 
my senior year. Change is 
good, yes, but change dur­
ing your senior year is apt 
to be unnerving—ask any 
senior what they thought 
when they got wind of Ms. 
Anthony’s departure or 
heard that the guaranteed 
“A" in Morehouse’s Survey 
of Visual Arts was no 
longer an option.
I admit that I’m known in 
certain circles for being 
anti-Morehouse when it 
comes to joint social ven­
tures. Experience has 
taught me repeatedly that 
working with the “cream of 
the crop” (according to 
Black Enterprise, anyway, 
but US News and World 
Report says different) often 
means dealing with ego­
maniacs with good ideas 
and little to no execution. 
As a member of the 
Spelman SGA two years 
ago, I experienced first­
hand the woes of working 
with Morehouse Men
(thank you, Larry and 
George, for making me 
melt my two-way down). 
While there are some indi­
viduals that make an effort 
to meet their Spelman 
counterparts halfway, as a 
whole they often come off 
as demanding perfection­
ists who want everything 
done their way immediate­
ly. Not after your classes 
are done, not after you 
clock out, not after you 
dearly departed grand­
mother’s funeral; NOW. 
The year’s work that went 
into School Daze drained 
me in so many unspeak­
able ways that I was 
moved to tears when the 
news circulated that we 
would host our own home­
coming the following year. I 
listened to my sisters’ 
gripes about a homecom­
ing with no men, and I 
defended the action with 
fervor: homecoming with 
Morehouse is all fun and 
games, until you have to 
help plan it.
This year, I have the 
pleasure of being a specta­
tor, and, while I empathize 
with those from both sides
of the gate who have self­
lessly committed them­
selves to organizing home­
coming, I must admit that I 
am overly excited about 
the reunion. I am sure I can 
speak for a majority of my 
sisters in the graduating 
class when I say that while 
a homecoming without a 
football team is possible, 
it’s not necessarily the 
homecoming I want to 
remember as my last.
While I fear that we may 
have perpetuated a break- 
up-to-make-up relationship 
when it comes to planning 
events with our brothers, I 
don’t worry about a total 
split between us; no 
male/female relationship 
comes without its share of 
disagreements. Morehouse 
Men be perfectionists who 
don't plan well, and that “S” 
on every Spelmanite’s 
chest might stand for 
“Superwoman who can do 
without you,” but life with­
out one another would be 
uncivilized. Change might 
make dollars, Ms. Badu, 
but men don’t have fun at 
coronation with no one to 
dance with.
